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THE THREE LEVELS NECESSARY FOR SKILL IN CRITICAL READING
ARE (1) LITERAL MEANING, (2) INTERFRETATION, AND (3)
ASSIMILATION AND PSYCHOLOGICAL INTEGRATION. TO RENDER
JUDGMENTS AND EVALUATIONS OF VARIOUS READINGS, THE CRITICAL
-READER MUST DETERMINE THE WORTH, VALIDITY, AND QUALITY OF THE
TEXT. HE TRIES TO MAINTAIN OBJECTIVITY, ATTEMPTS TO FIND THE
AUTHOR'S PURPOSES AND ULTERIOR MOTIVES, ANALYZES THE CONTENT
ACCORDING TO ITS TYPE, ACCURACY, INTERNAL CONSISTENCY, STYLE,
AND ETHICAL VALUES, AND JUDGES ITS QUALITY IN RELATION TO HIS
CURRENT NEEDS. EACH READER WILL DETERMINE HIS LEVEL OF TASTE
ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY, INTERESTS, AND PURPOSES. CRITICAL
READING FREPARES HIM TO DO THIS PRECISELY. THIS PAPER WAS

" PRESENTED AT THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH
~ CONFERENCE (HONOLULU, NOVEMBER 23-25, 1967). (AUTHOR/JM)
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Tt is not enough that gtudents learn to prdnoﬁnCef
wofds and read aloud with eaSe~and flueﬁcy. The purpoqv of
reading is communication w 1th the duthor, 1nterpre$1ng and

‘reacting to his ideas, then a851mllat1nﬂ.what one~w1ll~to
vecome 2 permanent part of him. Too lonb have students been
able to survive and progress in school with low-levol resd-
ing skills, even in word;recogniﬁion. If there is any dbubt 
about tnls, just ask a‘high‘school studeﬁt tb'read aloud'his
'ba51c text for a course, ovxna"o an clementary school student
read at sight wnfemiliar material at his 30111ty level Even
very good readers--unooe who hgve mestered the skllls of bo—
ing able To pronounce nearly all words uhey me@t nrd to un-

derstand what they read—AFangprofit from work on Skllls‘that'
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rcqulre hizh levels of analysis and rea»onlnw. Critical

. reading is one of these skills.
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: ' : Levels of Comprehension
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1 Jhere are at least threp levels on which a reader
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. can understand an author's ideas, each reguliring skill and

practice.

the first is at the literal level, where the reader

whole and knows "what the book says."

-

T arasps the work as a

As e reads, he notices the movement throuzhout the work,

until upon completion, he can view the total'as g unit. | R

He can then outline, para apnrase, or summarize the ideas eX-

pressed by tae guthor. This rather parrot-like repetition

I N AL 2 o L A R AR et aabahiar adt vt en

indicates that the reader a%l least hes the word recognitvion

E ‘gills that allow nim to identify the printed words and the

- vocabulary and language skills thet dlow him to comprehend

sentences in sequence and to put groups of sentences together.

E viuch of whot goes on in school is, unf ortunately,
? 2% this level. Teachers assigu resdings snd expect students

to be vﬁ@JthLbLe for cumJUrsznu snd repeating what they

+yig maberial. Those who do this very well are often, "g
. , ' o , o
given credit for being superior students, when

11 they are doing is merely repeating back what they have

However, this 1s nowv completely to their disa&van—

orbed.

.08

.«g, Tor This-level is ¥ OOuLoltC to ﬂl%h@f lev cls of ‘

[PATIE
P

cl

S ~zadics and thinking - | o

At the second lLevel of comprehension 1ies interpreta-

the suthor really means” regardless oI what he

R s ion=—"vhat

é S8YS8. 4&arc Antony's.funeral‘oration for Julius Casear is a

; case in point...t'for Sprabue is an hoanourable men," you remem-—
- | ber, or %he many wroveras found in the lsn uwge of various

r
':,
;T
3
E 3
3

neoples. MmO these are the well-known "Wael the cat's away,

tne mice will play,” wnilch in Scotland vecoimes, "Well kens

- oL g e gy % "
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the mouse when the czt's oot o' the house," =nd in Haivi,
"her. the cat's away, the wmice dence the czlinda." Then,
500, there is the Russian one that ststes, "When the Isar

ka3 2 cold, all must couin,™ dnc Chinese one, "He w ho rides

N3

on o ticer can rnever dismounvy,? and one recentl quoted b
X 7

a student from sirooil, senya, " wlhen two elevhents fisht,

U J

the ;ross suifers. (bvicusly, these do not mean whet they
literelly stzte, and to teike them thus missces the meaning
cOmnletelya iet wmﬁﬂ” our pupils are a few literally-minded
fo¥el=te: who need help in delving for thewuselves the dceper mecn—
1108 involved. }
ANy facets of neaning caﬁ bo deduced tsrouan inter—

protetion-—content, seguence, tiue, place, vheme, churacter

develonment, mood and tone, style, end relationshivs of varlous

tywes, such as cosue-effect, faciv-fancy, -wontg—QVﬁ;ts, nart-—
whole, conclusions, and predictions. Each of these is wortny
df sennrsite btrestment aud of spacial attention by teachers,
but they szre menﬁioned here only to show their place in the
totsl oomplex‘tha% is comnrehension.

At the. thizd ana hirshestv level is sssimiletion or
noyennlogicael integration, where the reader asks himself,
Winat does all this mean to me?" or "What has I ©to do with

thig?e It is this recosnition of a personal connecivinn, of
3 9

~ceensing into one's ampercentive mess or background the ideas

“eoshly gained fronm resding. and tuen usking these ideas a

nart of one's tolal knowlecdge thet chorascierized the individual

o ocotains the fullest meening from his reading. In this

way, "deading malketh,® as Francis Bacon said, "the full man,




:Sow a Remark and Reap a Disease

F By Conwell Carlson
(The Star’s Medical Edtior)
: OW is your engram
% storehouse in the
A

brain? A growing

concept among neu-
rologists that not everything in
health is “physical” got consi-
deration by teachers yester-
day at a Menorah Medical
Center seminar.

The traditional idea that in-
fections, trauma, surgery,
pills and medicines are the
major physical identities in ill-
ness, while emotions, thoughts
‘and sensory-psychiatvic expe-
riences are :
ephemeral affectors of - the
body, paiticularly the brain, /
may be too simple.

.

but fleeling -

lor a strain of music leave an
impress on brain cells, chang-
ing them biochemically, stor~
ing a memery thal becomes
part of ones healih and per-
sonality, is gaining ecredit
ability among. physicians, ac-
cording to Dr. Philip Berg-
|man, one of the speakers.
Bergman, a professor of
clinical neurology at Mount Si-
nai school of medicine, New
York, explained as follows in
an interview.
= ¢Engram,” -he=said,

“is the
impression, a {race, a physical
fure’s wonder compufer, the

ysical processes and also

concept's name for a celinlar .
ghange, a memory, left in na--

l;%ain, which directs the body’s
F

“We live by both fact and ;

fancy, by intellect and spirit,
and the engram serves all of
{hem in registering impres-
sions, the concept goes.

“well, medical science has

not refined its tools enough, so |

far, to make laboratory meas-

urements of engram potential .
and build-up in our brains. But
1aany clinical signs, including -

some aspects of surgery in the © -
compart- , .
ments, encourage us to believe :

brain’s memory
the concept may be sound.”

Engram potential, the theor- .
izing goes, may be in part in-
herited through the genes, in .
part developed through child-
hood environment. The poten-

‘concluded.,

ot 71

stigma,” Dr. Epstein as-
serted, *“but should be recog-
nized as a symptom of a fleet-
ing, if recurrent, brain illness
that has many treatments.
Today we lean toward the con-
cept of epilepsy clinics staifed

_ by medical social workers and

psychologists as well as phy-
sicians. Most latent epileptic
conditions can be successfully
controlled.” ‘

Drugs are potent weapons in
this control, Dr. Violet Mato-
vich, of the Uriversity of
Kansas neurclogic faculty,
told the seminar. The main
problem is minimizing toxic
gifccts of the medicines. The
ideal anticonvulsant drug is
still a goal of research, she
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links them to the outside envi- - tial may determine a person’s |
ronmental world.

. £ -The engram concept, that

leven feelings, a touch, a word E
4y . _

{ ,'bent'.'tow‘ard the irtistié,. '1;).1e.5i
. realistic, the spiritual or the :

.

practical. After childhood, it is

. believed that one’s “patural”

.\ engram bent has been estab- |

_ lives differ.

lished and the life’s memories °
accordingly vary in quality:

~ and quantity info old age.

The “second chil@hood” of :

“old age thus is seen as a men- j

ory lapse back into one’s child- :
hood potentials, Dr. Bergman
added. ‘

.Also, the brainis compared
to a blotter with capacities for
storing engrams that appeal to
one’s  potential and thereby in-
fuence -choice of career, per-
sonal preferences, characteris-
ties, ete. Thus people and {heir

Moreover, the engram com-
cept goes beyond the standard
concept of the brain as only an
electrically controlled me-
chanical computer. The idea of
engrams as memory storers
credits the brain with more

than just electrical activity in !

controlling the nervous sys-
tem. , .

By the same token, Dy,
Bergman noted, neurologists
now are inclined to consider
electric shock as a logical

{reatment of some brain disor-
ders, more so than the modern’ |
The
“drug effects are transitory,

brain-affecting  drugs..

but it is believed electric
shock Imay permanently alter

brain cells stocked for exam-

pie, with too many engrams:
pressuring a patient toward
suicide. -

Another seminar speaker, |

" Dr. Arthur Epstein.of Tulane

university, discussed epilepsy,

‘the seizures . from abnormal

~clectrical brain discharges

that distor; nervous controls.
" He said the varieties of epi-
lepsy sometimes differentiated

. by encephalograph (brain

)

wave) tesis, are so numerous
that a team approach to many

_patients is indxcgted. ‘




<~ . g henoncnon oncr-tes in o cireular fashion, Lor
5o tne reuder euriches Rin AaclhE ou“g, hen can e find more
con.octiows: with what e suosequently reads bthaon was mossible
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nexr
pieces 1nto hl“ rmentsl mosaic ond, like the overtones in
wsic, tunese erhance his comprehension by'more than sheer
addicion.

dnile tnese three levels of rending increase in

comnlexity and require =iro ressively hisner levels of crestive

thousht, thaey do nov pro-ress sequcntially in that the hirher

thome _auhd in nriacry grades. Julite the contrary. Toung
anhldren can, at thelr level of mental matgriﬁy, omnly these
semects of comprehension to their reading. Lho ginills re-~
1 era interdeperdent snd build one upon the other qhd

(- binue o ne opplied with increasiiy maturity and skill

1. ronGlng.

Oritical Readin;; Defined
Oriticai reading a8 an asnect of comﬁ“e“ouolon needs
L ne viowed a elnst.thi s/ peci;round. vavmfxxx:nxaxxm vIt
helon. s, I vhink, between levels two and three «nda aisht de

congiderad o ail ~xtsnsimn of irterpretation, for infercice

is certainly 1pvolv -d in the process of critvical reading.

During the lasth decade, much attention has been giveﬁ'

3
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solving per. se, thoulh sven o apnrosch nmizht be used; it

is nov dr;wing conclusiong nnd ﬁaking ~ener=lizations from
she conbtent, thoug conclusi ns must de drawn in the o»rocess
of meadin-; critilcellys; it is noﬁ irterpreting figurative

N :
langace or notliy ceuse—-effect rel.iiorships, which are

in the nroviunce of interpretatisr, thou.n infererces are made

rerding: thiose nanecys v feh aro vithin the oroviree of critical

readir: .

on of & critic is '"a person

*Ja

onie dichtlionsry definit

&
-
i

who mnc2s jud:mentss of the meriss and ioults of books, music,
1 |

pictires, wlays, acting, ete."” From this definition, critical

[

readin,s would reguire the malkins of judgments of “he merits

amd reults of the weterial read--notice it is both positive

nesctive. It reguires the render to judee and evaluate

aind

the worth, validity, and quality of W net is read. The key

words sre "judge" and weveluate'--to compare the material

with esteblished criteria thet set forth the standard or

inst vhich the material is messured in oraer To

LOTR 888

docide just how good it is. This presumed that & reader

has the necessary background to provide him with an adequate ;

nori- or standard for judging. It also presumes'that this

base is of high quality, obtained from exposure to the best

lE. r. Thorndilke_snd Ylarence I, Barnhart, Thorndike-Barnhart:
High School Dictionary. Chicago: Scott, Loresnman =nd Co.,

1957, p. 234.




of its type, whetever the dimension may be.

Horth.--The worth or vaiue of g selection is re-
l2%ed to the purpose--the burnose orf the zuthor in writing
the work and the pd?pO:e of the individual who reads it.
Unless the suthor has exnlicitly stated his purpose, it
onn only ba iﬁferred frouw what 1g known about him, his way
of working, and his ideas and phllOSODhy. The work could
h ave sprung from 1nop1raulon or from studled de31ﬁn, and the
value to the author may have been .in the expression of his
ideg directi', or indirectly throuzh some symbolism that is
meeningitul to him. With livin:s authors, it is 6ften possib’le
to find out what their thoaﬂhts and motives were in connectlon
with a piece of writing, but with those lony dead, the crities
can onlJ inferymost of the +time.

To the reader, however, the worth of the naterial
may depend uvon its content, directly, or indirectly when ' j
its symbolie implications are those which serve the readerfs‘
purpose. In order to be able to Judge the worth, the render
must be able to understand the litersl meaning, to see the ?
symbolism invelved, and to note the relevéncy of either or %
both to his immediate needs. The value of different worké

for a student will vary from time b0 time as he Jjudges each

selection for relevancy to his central purpose., He learns %
P

to be selective, ruthlessly eliminating thet which does rot ]

Tit in favor of +that which does. - .

Validity .~~Validity as a criterion for evaluating

printed works denotes that which is not false, which sgrees




with fact, =nd which is accurate and correct, rezal and genuine,
vome sordid facts, some negative approéaches, and some unethical
nractices may be uncovered as fact and must be judged for

vwhat they are. The difficulvy nere is knowing vhen a1l the
information has been assenpbled, .or at least enough so th=t
additional data do not change the total. A relsted problem

is knowing whether or not the faclts are accurate and in

[ ] .

proper perspective. Still another problem stems from the

shifting noture of what is valid as the result of changes
in our society and of scientific studies that hsve unearthed
(sometimes literally) new information and exploded old theories.

The acceptance of thesé findings precipitates a constaent re-

vising of facts to coiiicide with the most recent dsta. A

case in point is the discovery oy ilelge Ingstad of the Viking
settlement in Newfoundlend, indicating they were heréhbefore
'Colﬁﬁbuslz And you know that President Johnson and the Congreéé
have recogmiéed this by designating October 9, 1967, as Leifl
Trikson Day.3
Validity is relative in ancther sense, also, in that
facts can be éccepted intellectually, but rejected emotion-
ally. “he study by Grossenon the effect of the reader's

prejudices pointed out the :eed for guiding students in the

2Hel.g);e Ingstad, "Vinland Ruins Prove Vikings Found the new

World," Naetioral iteosrsphic, CXXVI (Noveuwber, 1964), 708~73

3"hews in Brief," News of Norwsy, October 16, 1867, p. 131,

4i1elen J. Crossen, "Effects of the Aftitude of the Reader
Upon Critical Reading Ability," Journal of Fducational
Research, XGII (December, 1948), 289-298.

.
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selegtion,'interpretation, and evaluation of meterials when
dealing with topiés on vinich unfavorable attitudes are held.
imere is slso evidence to suivest that information cortrary'
4o Shnt of tne reader leads to coniusion ond irritation

ravner bnan to chenge in attitude.

Q,uallqy.-—In Judsdegs uullur the ultimate eritveria
?

remain goodness, truth, snd beauty. "Goodness! is the char-

v
~cteristic 1deuulijlﬂm thrt wi.ch is adoivrble, noble, up-
1

I B

1ifting, et“ical, just, right, proyer, genuine, nonorable,
worthy, and so onn/énd it emoodies pO“l?qu atsributes as
opposed to neravive oneé. Trne devermiration by i individual
of whica 1s ri;nt or proper aeueuau upon his krowled:se, his
experiences, anG his blas.

Wprutn® as a c¢riterion fﬁroriticism is closely relatad
to “veiidity," yet it coniotes & Seenver %ood thar mere aceur—
acy. while it is essential %o qualivy, it is =lso the
sine qua non of the totnl act of critieal re=din ., or

sometizes exaszernied ciains are mmde, in adve rtising for

sxzanple, or willful dissorsionor Locts appears in cropagrndn,

or perhaps viiere was o vyporrenhical error that slipned
through the cépy rexder.

"Beauby" refers to the delirht of the mind and
senses cxused by ke prb sentotion of sometn.ng thﬁt is
slewsing to see or hesr oecuuse of its excellerice snd n2rmony.

Jesuty moy be found in content, iform, OF treatment, and like
other criveria o gusnlity, depend upon the individual's
knowled, e, expericnces, and bias.

The applicabtion of these criteria form the cssence

P N T . A




Giste, sLd o the degree thut the individual hes bheen ex-

wused to a wide r:ﬁﬁe of material is he aole o gudge what ,. ;5;
i at‘hand; Uhlesm he has seen *hc very nest he nay have :?
10 “otzon of how zood it can be or how frr rCTQVPd the mwt”wlrl ﬁ
:he ig rendlng actually is Tfrom he wuperlor model. ,~;f

In this connection, Frye states thatbs | B

Good taste ¢ollows and is devn]owed by
the study of 11tcr»uuwr' its precision results
from knowledre, but doeénob produc knowledre.
Hence the accuracy of ony cribtie's good taste is
no guarantee thot Lils inductive basis in literary
experiernce is adoquvtc; This may still be true
even after the critiec n.-g lesrned Lo ‘bese hig
Judgments on hig experiencer of literature snd nok
on uis socizl, worsl, reli.ious, or porsonal
axKietles. . o . . -

Yo repent, then, critvicnl roadin: is Jjudsing and GV?ldﬂtlnf‘v//

RS Y RN P I S

she worth, validity, and gu:ality of the materisl r,ud

Q

~iticnl Reading Applied 7(/

!

If temchers are to develop critiesnl readers, what

are thé factors to ve cousidered, and what are the.&spects;‘
the materials, and the unethods So be used? |
‘ﬁactdrs.--First of all, teachérs must recognizej
tnst the student's personal cthuctnrl tlco and h€ckground,
his 1ntelL1gence, mauurlty5 soCial level, experierces,
attitudeé, end valu“s will quGOt hig 10111 'y to read criticaliy; ;
This is not me 1t o imply That youns children cannot leqrn.é |

to read critically, only thult they will overate at their

owi: lLevel, using uneterials they can read. Howeve r, their

? fiorthrup Frye, Anatomy of Criticism. Priﬂceton, R.J.: - Prince-~

ton University Press, l9>7, P. 27.
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Y glrills will algso be limited by Tthelr obviously limited

baclsround of information.

Renders. may 1ot always gen the other side ol an

ar,ument, even wncu these are urde stocd, for their pre-

curceived novlons,: wauOo, pnd pregud¢oes stand in the

Ii takes time and repetvition, pLuo erclutlhl@ facts,

to chen.e athitudes. Thc development of objectiviﬁy in,~

dea.lin,; With emotionally-louded content is an 1mpoeb

ozl in all Gemcning. '
fhe critical approach %o material v:rlos with the

purpose of the reader. o be eble to discern relevaoney =nd

{>p1¢cmolllty requlrhs an acuv
and tne
being considered. While obvious COﬁ““Ctlonﬁ qre ﬂot dlx—

ficult to note, it is the ability to see bthe subtle raﬂl—‘

2>

fientions and relatlononlpﬁ inat distinsuis nes the Dcnolu

I+

From tne pednnt.

Aspectq of critical ro’dLQg.-—ﬁhe asnects of crit-

ionl reading which need evaluation include the author, the

R

content, and.the style,
. A epitical resder wents to know: "Who says this?
Who is he? ¥hat does he imow about the topic: nas hs

ﬂrﬁctwc L experlence to back.up his gtatemcnts¢ Whv dld

he Wfite thls? What is hc tryi ng to do——to me?. Why shouvld

I believe him, especially if I don t ngree with h3m9" Such

are questions in the mirid of oomeone who 1s bnlnklng about

his reesding .

TR T T

use understanding of the nroblem,

”OWLluy to see conneCuwonv-bebwaen it and tne mmtorlaﬂ

s e o

O R T I VY P u
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Checkins the back;round ond competency of the suthor -
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iz not alwnys easy, particularly if ha‘is no% well-known,

3

If ne is not ineluded in the ve TLOHS'WhO'S hho ot Yho e ¥h0593

informnation can omotlnes *e found in gournﬁls Where he has

eppecred, 1n advcrtxsemenba ok hls vorks, n~tne dust gackw“

or his books, in newspaper nuollcluy, or ~o A last res ort”

from his publisher. ”ven elementwﬂy_ochool ch11d“en know
their favorite authora; have rocad their complete works (Qn~
their level, of coufue), end are ¢am111 r with homey details

shout- them. Inviting outhors to tolk with Ouﬁll is a

..

L.!

pleasant way to help students see that avtnors are human
beings who hopren to wri ite and et their worké in rprint.
A publisher shores the repubution of his ecuthors,

and viece versa, for reputable publishers vlth ust te edlbor

are responsible for locating wnkrown writers snd @resenulng

then So the puplic. As the reputation of an author groWs;'

so oo, does that of %he'publisher; Learning Wﬂlch DUblloh~
ers produce which types of materisl snd noting thevlevel

of quslity generally maintained may al@o eid uha student in

selecting and Jud 1ng’theiwork done by an author rew to him,
The checks on content which will be mentloned suooeove tly |
'also 2id in evalugting tno competency of the autaor, o8

does his péntleular,stylg;of.wrltlng.-

Teachers can aslk ghildren to fiﬁd'What they can of ;vj
the suthor's backgrouhd, éspecially as»it relates Lo the
content under considersa ation. Does the'auﬁhor'have firot- -
wend informetion cbout it7 Is if{in s field in which ne

should be expected to kuow? Is his experience recent? L

Has he the educational background that assures a firm

p——
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7cround1nv in Lhe sub1cct?.-{ s he WPLLLOH on the topic oefore”'“

Hao ho a vnsﬁed 1nLnr t.orian "aye to ﬂrwndq“

:th_'Sbsr'w nornlng neWOpqper, apnenwed an advartheﬁcnt»

>héﬁded"“Why Do'You ﬁead So;Slowly?“ It begins, "A

evcryonejcqn rcad then the ad suggests you erte, mlth no

"leigation,,ox course, to "Resding® ot the Chicago address

‘:ive - What Dublisher? “ho ig behind the orgsnism qtlon-—lf
;there is an organization? What secrets do they hav Glﬁt

.aro*c 1ona1 f@Ogje Wno have spent a llzet:mo studving the

it pleusible fantasy? Are complete facts given, or ot dlerst

" How do vou know? Is the materizl documented so that you can
| y : ¥

selection. OCheck cach fact with at least two other sources.

1'béar"out'or refute,the central idea expressed?:_(4) State

ln che chooer 24, 96" is sue of $he Kons: 2.8 ¢ity Times, @ -

e ot e i . . B
. - K

= potod mubllsher 1n ohlca“o renorb eeos' how much faster

-

_inld oi res .ding do not possess? It w111 be interesting o

S S I LT e e

find 0ut.

But when 1Diorn vion sbout the author is unavalls blc,

(D“

the student can still evaluwote, merely by analyzing th
content itself. Is the material sccurate, or if fantesy, is

5=

adequote enough to give an accurate perspective of the total?.

:

F T P L A T S S R T I VU

check lu for j; oufself9 Is the material recent? Is it logic=l

and int ernally conolstentQ

ST

Teachers can help students by essisnments such =as

‘these: . (1) Choose five important foets given in this

Lo

(2)‘ What is the date of this work?- Look up the chronological

development of the topic and determlne 1ts Gtatum as of bhls
J |

date. (3) What personﬁl e ﬁerlences c.n you c1te that

PR AP P A




'of thwt,mlghtvsupport this conclusioh? Vhat arpuments that

refube this? What arsuments, if any, in the work refute

..13_»

the concluulon in your own words, then list the items thnt

Lex .d to this concluulnn. What other arsuments can you think

each other? (5) Does this argument always hold? In other

words, is this s generalization? How do you know? (6)

Is this 2 frué story or is it an imaginary one?"Why.do‘yQU"'
say so? Is it bﬁsed on facts or on whot soméonevthinksyor_ S
believes? And 50 on, bﬁt anyone interested in pursuwing the |
idea might read the report by Volf of their eXperiment in

teaching critical thinking at Ohio Sthte,6 or the eariy oh e

by ulaser.7

The third aSbGCtlor

critical reading is 1the manner
. o v e . 4 T S . .
in which the maobterinl is written l--the zesthetic, literary,

and ethical qualities inherent in its presenvation.’ .

T I T

"pesthetic! refers to the artistic aspects WﬂLCL in part

e n s

2re 1nhorentxvn the concoptlon and u:op:c-o'ﬂch ard in n“rt

dependent upon the style of writing. Lofty and grand idews,

1lilze those in the myths and cplcs of a civilizat'on, demand

< . I
YR A Sty b %o SV B BB - o e i

disnified aﬂd formal 1wnguam, thnt 1u‘elevnted above the

o e,

ordinary, whereas the nomey follk tales thet orig -inat rd anong

she people of the countryside can be couched in he national )

vernaculsr, in the colloquislisms of everyday discourse. ' RER
yhen style and idea sre incosgruous, humor results, =8
T . e e i -
- - : ’ - , :
Owillavene Wolf, “"The Logicul Dimensioh of Criticsl Rendd ng," ]
: Reading ond Inguiry, Proceedings of the Anlu al Convern=—
Sion, X (hewark, Del.: Internationsl ?eﬂdwng A33001at10n,
1965), pp. 121-124. ~ .
7Edward . ilaser, An FExreriment in the Dcv”lopment of Critical
Thlnkln Teachers College Contributions to Tduchtlon,
Ho. 431Few York: Teacherﬂ College, Columbia University, §

1941), Pp. 212.
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=ﬁnrk Twainiillustrated so well.
_ nIiterary" qualities in the style of writing .enhsnces
5  - ?he gspirit of the work, and fi;ures of spench ada 2. luatre
end freshrness thet cause the reander to view the toyic in

o new light. The use of ori., inzal similes and metaphor

strike the réndert‘such as Vachel Lindsay's "The moon's the
Lorﬁh Wind's cooky," Rowena Bennett's "he traein is a2 dragon
‘that ronrs throush the dark," ahd R. L. Stevenson's wind, S 3

nTile ledies! skirts scross the grass," which may fske some | j

tall explaining today!

! ‘ - L] - - » 3
Ine bosie "ethic" in stories for the young requires

&

that Good will triuvmph over Bvil, and thot the villain will
set his just due. However, tnls must be evaluated from
the child's point of view, ﬁot from thet of the adult,

zor otherwise how would Puss in 300Ts escapé the clebtric

chair or the Firct Chinese Brother 0 scot-free? It is

W T R ST Y = S

aoon enou.h to introduce the "debunlkin® school ©f hiorrephy

e

-

when shudenss sre mabture enough to cope with 1it. This
admits o = kind of censorship of books For children until

they =2ttnin the naturity enabling them to make judrments. On
L ]

g e L

the othor hend, children do heove a kind of dindigenous roo0d

taste thob results in their recosmigzing the shoddy =nd accept- i
ins the best—--assuming, of course, tht they have access 1o .
ite.

In +this eategory, too, is the recormition of the
vericus propasends devices: bandwagon, testimonisl, transfer, .

card-stocking, and so on. An interesting asaismment in this

conirnection is to ask children to categorize cdvertisements

e b Bt e o b o " et b Mk 2 wim e in B e e L . s Al 3. k-
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in neoazines or on televis LOH,?CCO”dL“” ‘to the prop“"ﬁndw
device used for appesl. Then have then choose = product
they wish to sdvertise snd leb them write their own nds. -

Anothor voriantion could bve tried by asking them to write

several nds for the same vproduvet, using a different technigue

each time, 'Even Xindergorten children cbuld set uP criteria
Tor choosing toyu,rclotne , or food, then compafe vhat
the difierent advertisements told them as the teacher
rend them the conbtents. |
Conclusion
feschers need to help students tread a fine lin e
petwesn -credulity znd skepbticism, betvecon eynicism and
optimicm, ond bebtw een suspended jud;ment ord acceptance
of the status quo. This "micdle rood" im not one of Letharsy
or or unwillingness to teke o stand, bulbt rather an admlgﬂlon
that there may oc more than ono side to a gquzstion znd
that ench has the right to be heard, for rarely are idecs
or events comﬂletely either/or. |
As a rosult g critical reader will try to maintaiﬁ

objectivity, will attempt to *1nd the ‘ubhor'" ourHoses
and ubterior motives, will analyze the content mccordin; to
its type, ﬁoting-its accuracy, intefnal consistency, ethical
values, and style, and will'then make a judgment of its
quality in relstion to his current needs.

| For in the last analysis, each reader will untimately
determine his own level of taste according to his aobility,
1nterr ts, and purposes, and this is pr001°ely whet eritical

reading prepares him to do.

i T TS T T Pt N UTE DA U ST P UR SV N P TRRC TY JN
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. These %o poragraphs were token from 2 socianl

studies textbook:l

W¥he Pilsrims held o ‘meeting on the ship to decide-

' winter had alre-dy arrived, =nd 1t would
' ~ pe a long and dzngerous voyage to szil on south to -
de =2n sgreement called ~

want to do.

Virginia. The Pilgrims ma
the Moyflower Compucts,

In the Mayflower Compact, the Pily;rims

acreed to govern themselves.,

A1l the men.of the

colony would have the risht to elect leaders. The
leader at the head of the colony was the governox.
Other lesders were elected to make the laws. All
the Pilgrims promised to obey the laws that were

‘made. (p. 29

Critical notes:

- YWao.wpdte~this? o
Who wos he?
When was it written?
Why did he write it?

Author:

Content:
Will history bear this out:
Thy didn't the women zet %o
vote?
Who had been governing them¥
Whot is "in the compzct?"
"head of the colony?*

Style:

Cadence not very rhythmic.

Many simple serntences.

Few adjectives—-long

danserous

Pirst paragraph has better
codence than second.

Mot very colorful--no detall
to visualize.

Crestive notes:

Visualize the deck of s sailing

ship--feel cold,  elated, relie\

Compact——a chest?
Were peonle coerced ?
Phink of other agreements——
Macnae Chearta
Roman IL~ws
Pilgrims remind me of
furniture
l‘\a.ts o o
‘thenksgiving
cartoon "Now we owe them a
dinner"
religious sroups——Chaucer
Whet laws were likely needed?

Applicntions

Do we have similar lows today?

In what way?

What aspects must be considered

when making screements?
Who are refugees in our towm?
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The following criticism by Mike, a grade two pupil in Saékatbon;,Canada; '

illustrates that critical reading can be developed early.

You should not believe everything.you read because you may read a
book that says an ostrich grows to be two feet tall and welghs sixty

-pounds ‘which is not true.

| have found two authors that made a mistake. They are Neurath
who wrote the Wonder World of the Deep Sea and Mary Taylor who wrote
Animal Travelers. ~ _

Neurath's mistake was that she said that the sea=-cucumber was the
home of two little black worms. But Mrs. Bumphrey and the class found
that Neurath was wrong because they found in the Comptons encyclopedia
and Mr. Hume who has an important job in the office down town through
the sea-cucumber was a thing that looked like a cucumber with tentacles.
" He checked it in the Britannica and found he was right, and the Comptons
said the same. Mary Taylor's mistake was that she said everything gets
out of the ants way when they are on a march. But we found in a book
called Jungle Animals by Frank Buck which said a pangolin, which is an
anteater which does not get out of an ants way.

Podondorf said that all animal babies that are born alive drink
milk. But some tropical fish have their babies born alive. These fish
certainly don't have babies that drink milk.

All';ncyclopedias'are reliable except the Golden Book encyclopedias
which sometimes exaggerates a bit.

| have found two authors that | think write good nonfiction books.
Every book they wrote | read is true so far. Their names are Frank Buck

and Zim,.

IMarion Jenkinson, 'Laying the Foundation for a Critfcaltaeading :
Program in the Primary Grades." Reading and lnquiry, Proceedings of
the Annual Convention, X (Newark, Del.: International Reading /

Association, 1965), p.. 114,
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Half Past the Weels -+ 52 ’_

o b e Bl -

.. By Bill Vaughay e AR

§ e . (Associatn Eoitar of The Star)
; i”'«“ "\HERE is a new pane of window glass in our house. In. |~
B the living room, and never mind why we needed it. .

4 Anybody can make the mistake of throwing something "\

at a cat without realizing that there is a hint of win- ¢

' tor in the air and a window which had been open since | -

[ R T BT N LT O POLAE S W S P - i
n B : amn
ol a2 0l W L -

b April had been lowered. . SR

 The way seasons change, it's a wonder there’s a whole | S 5

 window pane left in the country. - | S ' )
e Lok kK o o ,
L ANYWAY, a friend was admiring this mew window, but | - ' .

- 43 commented: : ' o -1 '

- “Why docs it have all those stickers on it? ‘Knockworst
(Continued on Page J0A) - - . . : : . .
(Contiued From Pige 14)° : , I have no intention of scratching a mirror, especially a .
Glass Company. We Gave Your Father a Pane.’ And ‘Anoth- - ga-cent one, but how do you go about getting the sticker oit
. er Quality Product of the Lehigh Valley Glaqxers,'lng:.’ A without making §cratches? You can’t use a knife or a razor
smaller one giving the price and still another with the size?”  blade oranold diamond that may be lying around the house.
* wilhose,” I said, ‘“are good luck stickers, Not that I aud The fingernail is the only answer, and I am not doing that
- any more superstitious tian the next aborigine, but since any maore. I am, as I say, on strike.

those stickers have been up {here we have had no cholera ' x % x ‘
ng wars of . x0 I have to shave by peering around this sticker, 1t's not

* epidemics, clectric guitars, clm tree ,})light, ga
? mua‘y'?guc\lt;"el?;a':;?uﬁetgexvli‘t‘;:gilll\gg:l:xﬁ'terf»' before?” - D the easiest thing in the world, a man with a bad.dba.ck
. «No,” I said, “I can’t say that we were. Still, one doesn't :3‘%. ali, stooping and stretching and moving from side to
g - 999 . ' e . )
vock boats does one* * "% : But Tl put up with it. T'll even pretend, as In the case
of the window pane, that some useful purpose is being aided.

iy seemed reasonabl satisfied, but, of course, that wasn't > W po ;

5l the reason those lagels were still afixed to the window. The industry that gunks up all glass cbjects with non-re-

" Its just that I nave gone on strike against' seraping stick- movable labels is several billion dollars a year more intel-
ligent than I am, just as is the cleaning industry whick .

§f glass, crystal, enamel and similar surfaces. You buy m, i
~ staples messages to itself, or somebody, 19 all my clothes. .

ers o 3 j
a tumbler, a simple glass to keep your false teeth in, and the 4 ;
with the-proud slogans and identify- So 1 assume it kuows what it is doing, and I lcave the L

bottor of it is covered _ I
ing trademarks of the people involved in its manufacture stickers there. (And the miessages in my clothes, for ihat
and sale. . R matter.) I am not questioning what they are doing, I am ~ i
I have devotedeioo many howrs and fingernails to trying. merely serving notice that my fingernails are my own and.
to get these things off. Perhaps'l am the enly man in the I'm doing no more of that digging and rolling up litile wads'
world with this problems. | . of paper. i ’ . -
There may be people who merely peel off these stickers . “Besides, I think they're all sitting back in their executive '} - 1
with elan. T have tried elan and carbon tet nd blasphemy  Offices waitlng for somebody to complain so they can have a .
and almost everything else in the medicine cabinet and hall good 1augh about it at the next directors meeting. - i :
cﬁ:t. Still 1 am down to the real nitty-gritty with the finger- -
uails. : -
* * - x R
. WHILE back I purchased a mirror. (We are spending the
| . money, folks. It’s our duty as supporters of the economy.
First 2 window paue, now. a rairror.) o ,
It was a very nice mirror, unblemished except for my.
veficctiont and a tiny tag yeading ““08 cents”, which I fizured - . .
1 could handle. Sometime in between my saying I would take - * . ) : 4
it and the clerk’s handing it to me in a brown paper wrap- 'j |
per, soxacthing had been added. . ' ‘ ‘ . .
It is a 4-by-6-inch sticker, right in the middle of the mir-" | - . : :
_ yor giving me its -pedigree, where it was silvered, what a . {
- great mirror it was and how it was fully guaranteed against o . 1
cverything but seratching. S S T
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